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The inhabitants of Chin&ura, after its surrender, were in a poor
plight. Sir Robert Chambers, who had been sent there as Superinten-
dent of the Courts of Justice, represented to the Governor General in
Council that they were "deprived of their former means of subsistence",
and "were reduced to the greatest indigence", several of the more respect-
able families being driven to such distress as "to sell off their furniture and
ornaments to maintain themselves." The Government at Fort William
at once took steps to relieve their suffering and contributed some money
for their support with special instructions "to relieve more privately the
wants of those families who might be degraded by the receipt of public
charity.1*118
In the letter to Court dated 7 December 1782, we arc informed
that the Commissaries at Chinsura stated to the Governor General that
the Company could claim a considerable sum of money from Mr. Roder-
macker, the late Chief of the Dutch factory at Patna, "on account of
advances charged in his accounts for the opium allotted to that Company
and consequently received by him from the Dutch funds but not actually
paid/1 The Governor General ordered the amount to be demanded
from him. As to what happened to this was to be communicated to the
Directors in due course by the Governor General.119
An interesting side issue concerning the Danes was the one relating
to the Indian sailois whom they had employed in navigating their ships.
Several of these lascars "who had been hired to assist in navigating Danish
ships, soon aftei their arrival in Denmark, have found means to come
to London*', wrote the Directors in their letter dated is July 1783 to the
Fort William Government. The Directors strongly suspected that "they
were encouraged by some interested persons in order to exonerate them-
selves from the expence of their return to India." The condition of
these Indian sailors in London and the plan adopted to send them back
to India are given in the next part of the despatch. "After they had
been sometime in London they have been reduced to great distress and
applied to us for relief, which \ve have afforded them from motives of
compassion and humanity as well as of policy." The Company was
thereby "put to great expence, not only for their maintenance and cloath-
ing but in returning them to India/' The Directors therefore wrote to
the Governor General asking "(hat if any method can with propriety be
devised to prevent the .like inconvenience in future it may be adopted."120
Concerning the Spanish activities on the seas, we have only one
reference in a letter from the Governor General elated 30 December 1783,
but referring to the year 1780, The ships Lively, Royal George, HHI.\-
borough, and Mount SLewait, which had formed part of a convoy, were
captured by the Spanish fleet in the month of August 1780. It cannot
be made out where exactly these British ships had been captured by the
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